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HOW TO READ THE COUNTRY SNAPSHOT 
Country snapshots are a description of the baseline situation of the core market system for coffee or cacao in MOCCA 
countries at the national level based on rapid appraisals carried out in each country.1  The level of detail presented 
is to some degree a reflection of the complexity and maturity of the sector in each country.  We would not expect 
the market system for a new crop, in a small sector, in a small country, to necessarily be as developed as that for a 
historical crop, in a large sector, in a large country.  Country Snapshots are available for coffee and cacao market 
systems in El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua and Peru, and also for the cacao market system in Ecuador.  
The tables and figures are described below in the order in which they appear in the country snapshots. 
 
Figure: Map - The country map at the beginning of each snapshot uses shading to show the major cacao or coffee 
producing areas of the country by department/province.   
 
Table: Cacao or Coffee in Country - provides general statistics on the country and on the sector to provide the reader 
with a basic contextualization of the different cases, for example the size of the sector and relative economic 
importance for the country.  Data sources are described in the Appendix.  We used sources for which similar data 
was available across countries.  In some cases, particularly for Guatemala cacao data, we were unable to find 
consistent data across official sources. 
 
Figure: The Market Map (Core Market System for Cacao or Coffee in Country) – The Market Map has three parts.  
The center shows the market chain and its principal competing channels. The market chain is the chain of economic 
actors (players) who own a product as it moves from primary producers to consumers.  The arrows represent the 
flow of money, from left to right, as the product is purchased from one actor by another.  Where possible, we have 
mapped this for different qualities of coffee/cacao and added numbers of actors or market share where available.  
This section helps to understand chain structure and to think about systemic efficiency.  The top shows the rules and 
business environment including policies and institutions (influencers) that shape the market system. These are 
organized from left to right based on the year in which they became an influence on the market system, with the 
most recent on the left and the oldest on the right.  This section helps identify policies or institutions that are 
influencing how the chain works.  The bottom shows the services, for example business and extension services, that 
support the market chains operation at any point along the chain.  These are organized as much as possible based 
on actors or part of the chain for which they provide a service, with services on the far right most relating to 
production and those on the far left most relating to exports.  This section helps identify key services or missing 
services and link services with users within the chain.   
 
Figures: Key Supporting Market Systems – These market system doughnut diagrams unpack some of the supporting 
functions for the coffee and cocoa market systems identified as areas for intervention in MOCCAs Theory of Change, 
including technical assistance, research, genetic material and financial services.  The doughnut is a simplified Market 
Map where the center shows a generic supply and demand function for the support service of interest.  The top of 
the doughnut shows the services that support the provision of the core service and the bottom of the doughnut 
shows the rules that shape the provision of the core service.  Where this service or regulating function is 
predominantly associated with a single or few actors, and space permits, they are named.  Using technical assistance 
as an example:  Technical assistance provided to farmers is at the center of the diagram, and described briefly in the 
text underneath the diagram in terms of who provides the service, who pays for the service, the nature of the service, 
and the key supporting functions and regulations.   In the top of the diagram we have listed supporting functions 
identified that enable technical assistance to be provided to farmers including training of extension agents, funding 
of technical assistance, production of content, research, etc.  In the bottom of the diagram we have listed all of the 
rules, regulations, institutions that influence how technical assistance is provided to farmers, for example an entity 
that certifies technical assistance providers or dictates content or the methodology used to provide technical 
assistance to farmers.  
 
1 For more information on methods, see Wiegel et al., 2020. Coffee and Cacao Market Systems in the Americas: 
Opportunities for Supporting Renovation and Rehabilitation.  
   
2 
 
CACAO IN EL SALVADOR 
 
 
El Salvador is principally a cacao importing country, 
importing four times what they produce.  Cacao is 
widely consumed in the country, mostly 
unfermented cacao, in drinks, and El Salvador also 
produces cacao-based products produced from 
imported cacao powder or butter.  Before 2014, 
there were under 300 Ha of cacao in the country, 
and over 200 were on a single large farm.  Since 
2014, Alianza Cacao, a $25 million-dollar 
investment promoted by Howard Buffet, has 
sought to turn El Salvador into a cacao producing 
country by establishing new cacao areas with 3,600 
new cacao farmers.  Alianza Cacao is a consortium 
led by CRS, along with LWR, CLUSA El Salvador and 
Caritas.  An earlier initiative in 2009 formed 
Sociedad Cooperativa de Productores de Cacao de 
El Salvador (ESCACAO), a group of medium sized 
producers focused on cacao production for fine 
flavor markets.  Externally, El Salvador is not viewed 
as an exporting country given the low volumes, 
criteria that was used to deny inclusion of El 
Salvador in the ICCO Annex C.  However, the Buffett 
initiative has made noise in the sector and 
generated curiosity on the part of chocolate makers around what kinds of cacaos may be discovered in El 
Salvador, particularly given its historical importance as the site of cacao domestication (not origin) and 
the leading producer of cacao during colonial times.  Samples of unique cacaos from El Salvador shown at 
the Salon du Chocolat and the awarding of one of 17 Cocoa of Excellence Awards in a global competition 
in 2017 have raised the countries profile as a potential origin, though buyers are waiting to see if sufficient 
volumes can be achieved.   
 
 
2 See Appendix for data sources. 
Table 1 Cacao in El Salvador2 
COUNTRY FACTS AND FIGURES 
Population (rural) 6.4 million (33%) 
Farmers 395,588  
GDP por capita 7,292 USD 
HDI Rank 121 (Medium) 
Poverty (rural) 29% (38%) 
PRODUCTION 
Cacao farmers, # 3,965 
Associated farmers, % Nd 
Area harvested, Ha 800 
Production, MT 357 
Global rank among 
producing countries 
42 
Yields, MT/Ha 0.446 
Climate risk 34% 
EXPORTS 
Exports, MT (beans)  54 (17%) 
Exports, USD 0.1 million 
% of all export value <1% 
Principal markets USA 74%  
Guatemala 13%  
Honduras 9%  
Nicaragua 4% 
Export Price Beans 
(USD/MT) 
4,222 





Imports, MT (beans) 1,285 (68%) 
Imports/Exports, volume 2380% 
Figure 1 Main cacao producing countries 
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From its beginning, the government has supported the initiative, framing it as a celebration of El Salvador’s 
Mayan roots and a climate friendly crop that could be substituted for coffee in low altitude areas.  The 
government has developed a research effort to characterize and release local genetic material through 
National Agricultural Research Institute (CENTA), have declared a national cacao day, and are in the 
process of reviewing a proposal for a law to promote the sector that includes the creation of a national 
cacao institution.  The level of support and attention from public sector actors has been great given the 
overall insignificance of the sector in terms of economic importance and numbers of farmers involved.     
 
The private sector actors most involved in cacao are those that produce cacao-based products for sale on 
the domestic and Central American market, mostly using imported unfermented cacao from Nicaragua 
and Honduras.  A second segment are the large network of small businesses that also buy unfermented 
cacao to make homemade tablilla, sold to make cacao-based drinks served in typical restaurants across 
the country.  Most of these actors have been at the margin of the current developments in the sector as 
they demand low quality cacao products at prices competitive with those of imports.  ESCACAO, an 
association of medium sized cacao producers and chocolate makers, along with La Carrera farm are the 
two actors that have been actively engaged in processing and marketing of the growing Salvadoran 
fermented cacao sector.  Importers are a key actor that should be engaged to support development of 
the sector and positioning within the region.   
 
Alianza Cacao supported the Mesa Nacional de Cacao, a multi-actor working group to discuss issues 
relevant to the sector.  Initially they discussed genetic material and technical assistance proposals of the 
Alianza Cacao, and more recently were involved in the writing of the proposed legislation to support the 
sector.  The Mesa is an ad hoc working group with voluntary membership.  Under the proposed legislation, 
however, an entity would be created similar to the Consejo Salvadoreño del Café to support development 
of the sector and dialogue with the government.   
 
Current debates in the sector center on genetic material, the viability of cacao areas established under 
Alianza Cacao, cacao marketing strategy, and the potential contribution of cacao to national reforestation 
and land restauration targets.  There are two camps on genetic material, one that supports exclusive 
promotion of local materials for their adaptation to local conditions and potentially differentiated quality, 
and a second that proposes to use international clones with known productivity and quality to ensure 
profitability of cacao plantations.  Related to this is the debate about how El Salvador should position itself 
in international markets, balancing between productivity and a differentiated quality.  Alianza Cacao has 
established more than 2,500 Ha of new cacao plantations in different areas of the country with 
unexperienced cacao farmers with limited resources.  Many are concerned with the viability of these 
plantations and on the one hand do not want to abandon farmers, but on the other are concerned that 
the cacao that has been planted may not turn out to be as profitable as initially promised.  Water is a 
major limiting factor and investing in irrigation increases costs significantly, for example.  Most areas have 
been planted by seed with the expectation of grafting clones in the field, but it is unclear how successful 
this will be.  And finally, there is great interest in cacao for its contributions to environmental and climate 
priorities, but it is unclear whether the crop will be profitable enough for farmers to maintain the tree 
cover it could generate.   
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RENOVATION AND REHABILITATION IN CACAO IN EL SALVADOR 
 
Given how young the sector is (most farmers still waiting for their first harvest), traditional R&R is not a 
current topic of concern for the sector.  There is however a great deal of interest in consolidating 
recommendations for how new plantations should be established and how pruning should be managed.  
El Salvador then represents an opportunity to establish crop management practices that ensure optimum 
productivity as part of the regular routine.  For example, MOCCA could focus on newly established areas 
i.e. replacing missing plants to ensure optimum plant density, grafting appropriate genetic material on 
new or unproductive plants, managing pruning for optimum health and productivity, management of 
plant nutrition and propagation of genetic materials in order to incorporate R&R into the crop 
management cycle from the beginning.  Investments made now in ensuring new plantations are well 
designed and genetic material selection, seedling production and technical assistance are carried out 
appropriately will be an investment in the future of the sector, particularly as farmers are new and 
therefore open to suggestion. La Carrera, the largest oldest farm in the country, has renovated 
approximately 60 Has over the past four years using local materials from their own farm. They have also 
rehabilitated much of the farm.  This experience can serve as inputs to future renovation and 
rehabilitation practices if well documented.   
CORE MARKET SYSTEM FOR CACAO IN EL SALVADOR 
 
The main market for Salvadoran cacao is the domestic market for tablilla.  Tablilla is mostly made by small 
businesses who procure unfermented cacao in local markets or from intermediaries in wholesale markets 
that import cacao from Honduras and Nicaragua.  Unfermented cacao procured from within El Salvador 
is purchased through intermediaries from very small farmers.  La Carrera is the largest cacao farm in the 
country with just over 150 Ha.  They have invested in processing infrastructure to process and market 
their own cacao and are also buying cacao from nearby farmers.  This constitutes another channel, by 
which fermented cacao is exported.  ESCACAO has also established a large fermentation facility funded 
through Alianza Cacao and are beginning to process cacao for their members (40-60 medium cacao 
farmers).  Several cooperatives, all very new, have also been equipped with fermentation facilities by 
Alianza Cacao and are collectively processing cacao for sale to exporters and niche markets within El 
Salvador.  With the increase in production of fermented cacao, Salvadoran higher end chocolate makers 
are exploring possibilities to source their cacao within the country, though price competitivity and 
volumes as compared to sourcing in Honduras or Nicaragua remain an issue. As the new production comes 
on line, and with investments already made with development funds in infrastructure for processing, and 
marketing, there is an opportunity to have an important impact on the evolution of the sector at least for 
the next decade in terms of small farmer participation and benefits.  Support systems and regulations are 
in the formation so it is also an interesting time to engage particularly around technical assistance, inputs, 
and genetic material provision, as well as how the sector becomes connected to international research 
networks for technical inputs.  Investments will also need to be made in the development of financial 
products for cacao, building on experiences from coffee, positive and negative.      
 











KEY SUPPORTING MARKET SYSTEMS  
 
 
Figure 3 Market system for technical assistance for cacao in El Salvador 
 
Technical assistance has been largely provided by three NGOs funded under Alianza Cacao – LWR, Caritas 
and CLUSA El Salvador.  CENTA also provides some TA funded by public funds and donors (USDA, IILA), 
mostly in response to requests from farmers.  Most TA providers have just a few years of experience with 
cacao, and have learned from their peers (also new to the crop), through reading, trial and error, visits 
from international experts, and for some exchange visits to other countries.  The majority rely on prior 
experience in coffee or fruits and training as agronomists.  TA approaches largely use group FFS 
methodologies, and training is continuous, following the evolution of the new cacao plantations farmers 
are establishing i.e. year 1 focus on nurseries, year 2 establishment, etc.  TA supported by Alianza Cacao 
has had a strong focus on establishing new areas to meet project targets, and a focus on associated crops, 
including food crops and vegetables, to support income generation during initial years.   
 
Supporting functions for TA include informal and formal training opportunities for TA providers including 
national and regional cacao events, the internet, and materials such as Cacao Móvil.  Technical 
collaborations and exchange visits are important sources of content, particularly experts from INIAP 





There are no formal regulations of TA but Alianza Cacao has an important influence due to its size and 
number of TA providers.  Coffee is an important reference crop for farmers and extension agents in 
thinking about TA, and the Mesa Nacional de Cacao has served at times as a filter for technical materials 
on cacao to be used in the country.   
 
 
Figure 4 Market system for research for cacao in El Salvador 
 
Research in cacao in El Salvador is limited to theses at Centro de Investigación y Desarrollo en Salud 
(CENSALUD)/UES on characteristics of local cacaos and post-harvest processing, and CENTA’s work 
evaluating local clones.  The University of El Salvador has also done some work on cacao but apparently 
disconnected from others.  Research infrastructure specifically for cacao is limited but growing i.e. clonal 
gardens and laboratories.  Researchers are new to cacao, but a few have specialized/focused on cacao in 
the past few years.  Research to date has been funded by donor projects (Alianza Cacao, USDA, IILA) and 
public funds (CENTA, UES).  The current investments should be used to generate evidence that guides 
future investments including varieties, plantation design, associated crops, costs, and quality.  The genetic 
diversity in the country provides an opportunity for in situ conservation with support from Bioversity 
International. 
 
Support functions for research include donor funding, CENTA genetic collections and infrastructure as well 
as that of UES, and bilateral technical cooperation agreements with INIAP and CATIE for technical 




information and studies on cacao. The investments made by Alianza Cacao provide a potential laboratory 
for research on many topics. 
 
Rules or regulations that directly influence research in cacao in El Salvador were not identified, beyond 
the particular interests of the institutions carrying out the research.     
 
 
Figure 5 Market system for genetic material for cacao in El Salvador 
 
Genetic material includes seeds, largely produced by La Carrera or by farmers themselves, and budwood 
from clonal gardens established by CENTA and Alianza Cacao.  Commercial nurseries and municipal 
nurseries also produce seedlings.  La Carrera and ESCACAO sell grafted seedlings with traceable genetic 
material to farmers and others.  The majority of plants are produced in collective nurseries funded by 
Alianza Cacao and the plants are distributed free of charge to farmers.  The majority of seedlings 
distributed by Alianza Cacao are rootstock from La Carrera and only now is budwood being distributed to 
graft international clones onto the plants in the field.  CEL, the state energy company, also distributes 
cacao plants to farmers as part of their reforestation mandate. There are no certified seed or budwood 
producers nor nurseries.  Some materials were not introduced legally which complicates registration.   
 
Support functions for genetic material production have been ramped up in El Salvador over the past 5 
years by Alianza Cacao, driving demand for seed, seedlings and budwood, and investing in TA and 




begun evaluating materials, and Alianza Cacao, ESCACAO, La Carrera and others are evaluating 
international clones, all generating valuable information for selection of genetic materials.  Finally, CATIE 
and FHIA collections have been important contributors to the availability of materials in El Salvador.   
 
Regulations for the certification, propagation and commercialization of genetic materials in general apply 
to cacao though they are not yet widely used.  The preferences of Alianza Cacao, CENTA and discussions 
in the Mesa Nacional de Cacao have normative functions that influence decisions at the national and local 
level about what materials to plant.   
 
 
Figure 6 Market system for financial services for cacao in El Salvador 
 
Financial services for cacao are rare in El Salvador.  The Banco de Fomento Agropecuario (BFA) offers most 
of its coffee products for cacao as well but has very few cacao clients.  CRS was promoting community 
savings groups to provide credit in cacao but we do not know how much resources were leveraged.  With 
support from CLUSA to complete the application process, just two cacao farmers were able to obtain 
credit.  The coffee sector will be an important reference for farmers and financial service providers as 
some farmers may have credit histories with coffee and financial institutions may have financial products 
that can be adapted.     
 
Support functions include the work of projects and NGOs to incentivize financial institutions to provide 




assistance from projects will be a facilitating factor for farmers to access credit.  Experience of financial 
institutions with lines of credit for coffee provide an initial reference for the development of products for 
cacao, and the proposed legislation also establishes conditions for improving credit for the cacao sector. 
 
There are not cacao specific regulations, but rules that govern the sector include experience and especially 
credit history in the coffee sector which could limit access to credit for some cacao farmers transitioning 
from coffee.  The national policy under development will also likely influence at least public sector 
investments to provide financial inclusion for farmers in the cacao sector.   
RELEVANT INITIATIVES IN THE SECTOR 
 
• Alianza Cacao, 2014-2024, $34.7 million, CRS: Alianza Cacao, a consortium between CRS, LWR and 
CLUSA El Salvador, was responsible in its first phase, 2014-2019 for the aggressive introduction of 
cacao with small farmers in many regions of the country, increasing by almost tenfold the number of 
hectares and farmers of cacao in El Salvador.  Alianza Cacao is responsible for the existence of such a 
broad base of small cacao farmers and numerous initiatives at the national level to develop technical 
assistance, marketing, and research strategies.  The project will continue with a second phase with 
less resources than Phase I but it will still be the single largest cacao investment in El Salvador over 
the next 5 years. 
• Desarrollo tecnológico y fortalecimiento de la base productiva y agroindustrial para la cacaocultura 
con enfoque agroecológico en el Salvador, 2016-2018, $2.2million, USDA/CENTA: This project 
equipped CENTA with laboratories to support research in cacao including microbiology, food 
technology, biotechnology and plant pathology.  The project also released three cacao varieties based 
on local criollo materials evaluated for their potential productivity, and patented an ancestral 
chocolate.  While this project has concluded, CENTA continues the work with the local clones and 
other areas of work in cacao.   
• Rehabilitación cadena del cacao de calidad Centroamérica y Caribe, 2018-2020, 1.2 million euros, 
IILA: This is a regional initiative but with physical presence in El Salvador.  The project focuses on 
supporting farmers to use high quality genetic material, good post-harvest, chocolate making and 
marketing practices in order to access better prices for small farmers from their cacao.   
ENTRY POINTS FOR MOCCA 
 
• The domestic market – El Salvador imports four times as much cacao as it currently produces, largely 
washed cacao from neighboring Honduras and Nicaragua.  El Salvador also imports processed cacao 
for industry.  These both represent potential market opportunities for Salvadoran cacao, but price 
points need to be considered.  One opportunity is to link producers to local Tablilla producers which 
may offer better prices though for possibly smaller volumes. MOCCA should also be able to piggy back 
on the boom in El Salvador around specialty coffee for the domestic market and explore introducing 
cacao-based drinks into coffee shops as well as supporting the development of gourmet cacao-based 
products for the domestic market including drinks and chocolate.  Possible partners: CONAMYPE, 
importers, processing industries i.e. Melher and Shaws, Alianza Cacao, IILA, ESCACAO.   
• Cacao genetic diversity for the dry corridor – The agroclimatic conditions under which cacao grows 
in El Salvador are different from the major production zones in the rest of Central America.  El Salvador 
also has potential genetic diversity adapted to those conditions left over from colonial times.  There 
is an important opportunity in El Salvador to study the existing genetic diversity for its potential to 




be important to the future of cacao in El Salvador, but could also make an important contribution to 
the rest of the region.  CENTA and UES have mapped many of these materials and CENTA has already 
established trial plots with some of the materials.  This could include sensorial characterization of 
these materials.  Support from Bioversity and/or CATIE to identify, conserve and explore the potential 
of these materials may be of global interest and aligns well with GOES priorities on conserving local 
varieties.  Possible partners: CENTA, UES/CENSALUD, Bioversity/CACAONET, Heirloom Cacao Initiative, 
Guittard Chocolates, CATIE, CIAT/Future Seeds Genebank, WCF.  
• Getting cacao propagation right – if Alianza Cacao will continue to produce and distribute seedlings 
in this new phase, there would be an opportunity to consolidate lessons learned and investments in 
genetic material infrastructure, in collaboration with CENTA, to build out a national seed and 
budwood system for cacao ensuring traceability of the materials introduced and collected, clarifying 
recommendations on propagation methods, providing better guidance to support selection of 
materials for planting, and further strengthening the capacity of nursery operators to produce high 
quality plants.  The focus would also be on getting ready for transition to a market driven seed system 
by the end of MOCCA. Possible partners:  Alianza Cacao, CENTA, Organismo Internacional Regional de 
Sanidad Agropecuaria (OIRSA), DVSA, CATIE, nurseries, ESCACAO, La Carrera.   
• National Commodity Institute – given the legislation under discussion that includes the creation of a 
national entity to coordinate the sector, there is an opportunity for MOCCA to support the emergence 
of this entity bringing lessons learned from other countries and the coffee sector to ensure the 
emergence of a structure for the sector that maximizes benefits to small farmers.  Possible partners:  
Alianza Cacao, Mesa Nacional de Cacao, Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganadería (MAG), ESCACAO, 
CENTA. 
• Positioning El Salvador with Bean to Bar chocolate makers – Given the relatively higher production 
costs (i.e. land, labor) in El Salvador as compared to neighboring countries, the low volumes of 
production, and the need for cacao to generate attractive livelihood options to retain farmers, it will 
be difficult for El Salvadoran cacao to compete on commercial cacao prices.  If we can follow El 
Salvador’s experience with differentiated coffees, combined with the genetic diversity and rich 
cultural heritage around cacao, there may be a niche that could be opened for Salvadoran cacao at 
differentiated prices.  LWR’s Cocoa Flavor Map is a model that can be built upon to achieve this.  
Possible partners:  ESCACAO, Salvadoran Export Promotion entity, Cacao of Excellence, Northwest 





APPENDIX: Sources used for table included in the country snapshot 
 
Data Source 
Population (rural) FAOSTAT 2019, online at http://www.fao.org/faostat/es/#data/OA 
Data for 2017 
Farmers Ministerio de Economía (2009). IV CENSO AGROPECUARIO 2007-2008, El 
Salvador, C.A.  
http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/templates/ess/ess_test_folder/World_Census_
Agriculture/Country_info_2010/Reports/ESV_SPA_RES.REP_2008.pdf 
GDP per capita WDI World Bank (2019). Data online:  
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/ny.gdp.pcap.cd 
Data for 2017 
HDI Rank Data - Human Development Reports – UNDP (2019). Data, online at 
http://hdr.undp.org/en/data# 
Data for 2017 
Poverty (rural) WDI World Bank (2019). Data online: 
https://datos.bancomundial.org/indicator/SI.POV.NAHC?view=chart 
Data for 2017 (2014) 
Cacao farmers, # Veco Mesoamérica. 2016. Situación Actual de la Cadena de Valor del Cacao en 
El Salvador. Pág. 23. 
Associated farmers, 
% 
Key informant interviews 
Area harvested, Ha Organización de las Naciones Unidas para la Alimentación – FAO. FAOSTAT 
2019, online at http://www.fao.org/faostat/es/#data/ 
Data for 2017 
Production, MT Organización de las Naciones Unidas para la Alimentación – FAO. FAOSTAT 
2019, online at http://www.fao.org/faostat/es/#data/ 
Data for 2017 
Global rank among 
producing countries 
Organización de las Naciones Unidas para la Alimentación – FAO. FAOSTAT 
2019 online at http://www.fao.org/faostat/es/#data/ 
Data for 2017, countries ranked by Production, MT 
Yields, MT/Ha Organización de las Naciones Unidas para la Alimentación – FAO. FAOSTAT 
2019, online at http://www.fao.org/faostat/es/#data/ 
Data for 2017, calculated as Production/Area harvested. 
Climate risk Calculated as percent of currently suitable land requiring transformational 
adaptation by 2050 using data from:  
Bunn, C; Lundy, M; Wiegel, J; Castro-Llanos, F. 2019. Impacto del cambio 
climático en la producción de cacao para Centroamérica y El Caribe. Centro 
Internacional de Agricultura Tropical 
(CIAT), Cali, Colombia, available at: 
https://cgspace.cgiar.org/handle/10568/101293 
Exports, MT (beans)  Organización de las Naciones Unidas para la Alimentación – FAO. FAOSTAT 
2019, online at http://www.fao.org/faostat/es/#data/ 




Exports,'000 USD Organización de las Naciones Unidas para la Alimentación – FAO. FAOSTAT 
2019, online at http://www.fao.org/faostat/es/#data/ 
Data for 2016 
% of all export value Total export value: WDI World Bank (2019). Data online: 
https://datos.bancomundial.org/indicator/SI.POV.NAHC?view=chart 
Cacao export value: Organización de las Naciones Unidas para la Alimentación 
– FAO. FAOSTAT 2019, online at http://www.fao.org/faostat/es/#data/TP  
Data for 2016.  Calculated as Value of all crop exports/Value of total exports 
Principal markets Organización de las Naciones Unidas para la Alimentación – FAO. FAOSTAT 
2019, online at http://www.fao.org/faostat/es/#data/ 
Data on exporting partners from 2016 
Export Price Beans 
(USD/MT) 
Organización de las Naciones Unidas para la Alimentación – FAO. FAOSTAT 
2019, online at http://www.fao.org/faostat/es/#data/ 
Data from 2016.  Calculated as Exports,'000 USD/Exports, MT 
Quality CACAO Based on classification in the ICCO Annex C of Fine and Flavor producing 
countries.  Is based on expert assessment of quality potential not actually 
cacao sold at differentiated prices.  https://www.icco.org/about-
us/international-cocoa-agreements/cat_view/30-related-documents/215-fine-
or-flavour-cocoa.html 
Certifications Key informant interviews, major certifications used. 
Imports, MT, 
(beans) 
Organización de las Naciones Unidas para la Alimentación – FAO. FAOSTAT 
2019, online at http://www.fao.org/faostat/es/#data/ 
Data from 2016, Total imports (bean imports) 
Imports/Exports, 
volume 
Organización de las Naciones Unidas para la Alimentación – FAO. FAOSTAT 
2019, online at http://www.fao.org/faostat/es/#data/ 
Data from 2016.  Calculated as Imports, MT/ Exports, MT 
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